Dear Friends and Supporters,

Here are the latest update on the Miracle Baby, Thien Nhan.

· The family received a warm welcome to the U.S as soon as they landed at Seattle Tacoma International Airport on Thursday, August 14. Three local television stations greeted them and you can view one of the news clip via the link listed below. The brief stop in Seattle allowed the family to get adjusted to the 14 hours time change after the long flights from Hanoi. Thien Nhan was quite resilient and  it took little time for him to open up to new friends and well wishers. The family attended the weekly lunch meeting of the Rotary Club of the University District of Seattle at the Seattle Yacht Club where they received a standing ovation from more than one hundred attendees. Over the weekend, the family met many friends and supporters of Kids Without Borders as well as many Vietnamese Americans from the Pacific Northwest. On Sunday night, the family left for Boston on a red-eye flight.

· They arrived in Boston early Monday morning and after a three hour drive to Vermont, the family rested at a host home in preparation for the medical appointment on Tuesday afternoon.

· On Tuesday, Thien Nhan was examined by pediatric urologist Dr. Daniel Herz and rehab physician Dr. Robert Deters at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. On Thursday, Dr. Herz will perform a urethral dilation, and use an internal scope to determine the condition of Thien Nhan's urethra in order to plan for future reconstructive surgery. The child's urethra may need to be reattached to the skin. Thien Nhan will be put under anesthesia during the procedure and have a catheter in place for approximately three days afterwards. The doctors will also run blood tests to ascertain Thien Nhan's testosterone levels so as to establish what type of hormone therapy might be needed in the future. Based on his initial exam, Dr. Herz was optimistic that the core genital structure remains, which is good news for Thien Nhan's future reconstructive surgery. The initial exam at Dartmouth – Hitchcock Medical Center determined that dilation and meatoplasty were needed as soon as possible in order to enable Thien Nhan to urinate easier and to eliminate the possibility of blockage that might lead to infection.

· Wednesday, 20 Aug: The Daily Mail (UK) interviewed Mai Anh from London for a major story. They sent their top international photographer from Florida (Barry Bland, famous for his wildlife pictorials) for photo-shoot.

· Thursday 21 Aug: The big day. Everyone was up at 5am in order to get Thien Nhan to the hospital for 6.30am pre-surgery check-in. The staff was outstanding; professional, warmhearted and kind (Dr. Daniel Herz , Dr. Levi Deters, Dr. Jennifer O'Flarhety, Dr. Christopher Rinaud, Jennifer Ames – Operating Room, Daily Operation Manager, and Diane Beattie). Mom and Dad were initially emotional and nervous, but the medical team bent the rule and let them both into the operating room. Mom and Dad held Thien Nhan until the gas took effect. The operation took an hour and a half and was totally successful and the surgeons reported great news. First: approximately 1/3rd of the penis actually remains (however  it’s inside of the body), and approximately 2cm urethra, and all of his internal organs seem fine, especially his  bladder which, when Dr. Herz applied pressure, gave a strong, steady stream of urine! For those of us not PhDs, the exciting result is that the 'foundations' are all there, and Thien Nhan will have total control of his bladder and urinary functions. This will be very positive later for reconstruction surgery. At this stage Thien Nhan's testosterone levels could not be ascertained by a blood test. This test will be performed when he is near or at puberty. Thien Nhan had a temporary catheter implanted (to be removed in a few days).  He is now recuperating in his host home (with 24 hour nursing care guaranteed by the host, Jennifer).

· The family will head to Boston on Saturday, then off to Chicago early morning on Sunday. Next stop is the Northwestern Medical Center – the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago.

If you would like to learn more about Thien Nhan or how you can help, please visit our website or contact us. Our deepest appreciation for the well wishes, the  hospitality and the kindness many of you shown to the family during their brief time in Seattle.
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